Lake Sarah Watershed

[image: image1.png]@Srh vappauff
Lalje

En
- Q/Q
™
&?dl‘uké = “ Qj]
ndependence qke\/ M
- e ] r

—




    text &  graphic source - Lake Sarah Outlet Investigation, 2003- State of Minnesota, Department of Natural Resources

Lake Sarah is located in northwestern Hennepin County and has a contributing watershed area of 5070 acres (see Figure 1).  With a lake area of 625 acres, the resulting watershed to lake area ratio is approximately 8:1.  This ratio is typical of many Minnesota lakes.  The watershed is large enough to generally provide a sufficient amount of runoff to maintain lake levels during normal climate conditions, but not large enough to cause extreme water level fluctuations during either abnormally wet or dry conditions.  

The other important consideration is that the surrounding lakes to the south and east are approximately 20 feet lower than Lake Sarah, including Lake Independence, Julbert Lake and Peter Lake.  However, Haften and Schendel Lakes to the north are approximately 30 feet higher than Lake Sarah.  This suggests that the amount of potential ground water inflow to maintain water levels during dry climatic times may be limited.  The water budget analysis described later in this report confirms that there is likely a net outflow of water from Lake Sarah to the surrounding ground water systems during dry periods.

