Lake Sarah Improvement Association

P.O. Box 25

Loretto, Minnesota 55357

March 14, 2009

Dear Lake Sarah Neighbor,

Grants

In January 2009, LSIA applied for a DNR grant to offset Lake Sarah resident’s cost of treating Curly Leaf Pondweed (CLP) and Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM).  We were not awarded a grant.  We did, however, gain valuable insights that will help improve our chances for grant awards in the future.

Comprehensive Community Approach

LSIA is working with the DNR and the Pioneer-Sarah Creek Watershed Management Commission to address all facets and resources required to eradicate or significantly reduce CLP and EWM. Reducing the internal phosphorous loading, algae blooms and material die-off these weeds are causing, and nutrient loading from external sources, are all critical to improving Lake Sarah’s water quality and clarity.  Achieving these goals will benefit lake habitat, increase game fish population, reduce rough fish (carp, bullhead, etc.), enhance our enjoyment of the lake and increase our property values.

Everyone living in and using Lake Sarah’s watershed needs to take an active role in practices that will help reduce nutrient loading into Lake Sarah.  LSIA will make recommendations to the entire Lake Sarah community explaining the steps needed to achieve these initiatives.  A joint effort from the entire community will be necessary to win grant approvals.

LSIA will work to obtain grants and corporate donations to offset costs for treating Lake Sarah in 2010 and beyond, but grants will not cover all the costs.  LSIA will be asking for tax-deductible contributions from residents and businesses in the Lake Sarah watershed later this year or in early 2010.  Contributions from lakeshore property owners will play a significant role in obtaining the necessary funding.

Treating Shoreline in 2009

If you have already contracted to treat weeds on your own shoreline this season those contracts are still valid, and we recommend you proceed with the treatment.  The linear foot treatment allowance may be reduced by the DNR.  If you have not contracted to treat your individual shoreline, you still can.  Information packets were mailed earlier from several vendors.  LSIA recommends contracting individually only for the 2009 season.

If you are NOT an LSIA member, please reconsider.  Your Voice Is Important!  Preserving Lake Sarah’s health is an incredible responsibility.  Become a member or consider rejoining, we welcome your involvement.  If you have questions or need information, contact an LSIA board member.

Sincerely,

Your LSIA Board Members

